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A Dedication of our DWear’s Work 


O Father, we come together at the close of another year, 
a company of men and women trying to do Thy will, and lay 
these our efforts at Thy feet. 


. We bring our gains and our losses, our rejoicings and our 
sorrows, our moments of high hopes and those of disappointments, 
our visions and our blindnesses,—Knowing that Thou who canst 
see through the veil of our human misunderstandings, and on be- 
yond the years, canst with Thy infinite patience make all things 
right. 


If by our being here in this great land, we have brought a 
happy Christian unfolding to little children, greater vision to their 
mothers, brighter homes,—then, we bring our gratitude and lay 
it at Thy feet. | | 


| If through the faithfulness of native pastors and Bible 
women, the fathers and mothers of these little chiidren have re- 
ceived a greater knowledge of their opportunities in their homes 
and in their communities, if they have caught a glimpse of Thy 
love and infinite understanding,—we ask, O Father, that Thou 
wilt receive this our gratitude. 


If we have relieved pain and suffering, and so cleared the 
poor human mind from thought of anguish to allow room for 
questions of Thee and the manifestations of Thy love through 
human hands; if we have been abie to transmit the touch of Thy 
pitying hand on their heads,—then, O Father, we coine in hum- 
ble gratitude to place this Thy work at Thy feet. 


If through our daily contact with our students, the young 
men and women of this great Republic, we have enriched 
their lives by a knowledge of the fuiness of life lived according 
to Thy teachings, and have sent them home carrying Thy 
message,—then, O Father, we thank Thee that Thou hast so help- 
ed us and sustained our feeble eftorts. 


Some of us have tired hearts, worn by the burden of the 
year. Our hands fail in their tasks, our spirits often falter. 
Knowing Thy eternal calm, Thy everlasting spring of refreshing 
waters, Thy mountain peaks of majestic ae we bring these 
our questions, trusting Thee, and lay them at Thy feet. 
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Men’s Evangelistic Report, 1925 
E. B, Allen 


When a publication committee asks,a. novice: to; compile a 
report, at which he is a novice, upon a subject on which he is 
even more of a novice, that committee is skating on thin ice. 

Having been in China hardly more than six months, this 
novice asks that you do not take his comments too seriously. We 
have not had opportunity except through written reports, to get 
into touch with the men’s evangelistic work; but as we have met 
the workers of the Mission we have been impressed with their 
level-headedness, consecration and breadth of vision. We can 
well imagine that at some time since their arrival most if not all 
of them have put this question to themselves: Is it possible for 


me to really accomplish anything here in the midst of this dis- 
couraging wretchedness and superstiiion? 


Then we can imagine their real selves coming to the front 
as they thanked God that He has called them to even a little part 
in one of the most important enterprises of this or any other age. 
The present unrest has its discouraging features when considered 
at close range, but when we think of China as being at present in 
the adolescent period, we realize that we are in the midst of a 
long distance program. In the light of the fact that the whole 
Orient is waking to self-consciousness and _ self-assertiveness, is 
it too much to say, God pity the rest of the world if this great 
nation is not to be re-established on Christian ideals? 


If we had glanced over some of the reports before having 
seen their authors, we might have expected tosee solemn-visaged, 
discouraged-looking people ;. but just the opposite is the fact. In 
the midst of an almost intolerably complex and distracting situa- 
tion they are carrying on with courage and with smiling faces, 
confident of the ultimate outcome. We quote from the report of 
FE. H. Smith, of Ingtai, who returned froin furlough in the fall: 
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“The last two months were spent in the effort to orient 
ourselves in new China. ‘Things are chaotic and yeasty beyond 
belief. "The menace of militarism is sweeping like a pestilence 
over the land and eating up the people. The consequent economic 
destruction of this fair province, and the bitter poverty of the 
oppressed people is pitiful to behold. The bearing of all this on 
our evangelistic and educational efforts is most disheartening.” 
But he is not utterly cast down, for he continues. 


“Our training schools and churches are worthy of support. 
On them must rest the future construction of a Christian civiliza- 
tion that will bless Asia and humanity. They are to-day the only 
light that shines in the Chinese sky. Let us thank God for them, 
and take courage.” 


We were privileged to take a trip to Ing-tai in February, 
and found that its fertility and beauty have not been overstated ; 
but it is sorely cursed by militarism and lawlessness, We noted 
in several villages two-story forts recently built by the communi- 
ty for mutual protection; and on distant hillsides we saw thatch- 
ed shelters where certain prominent men of the village could sleep 
without fear of being carried off at night for ransom by bandits. 


; Upon Mr. Smith’s return to Ingtai, Mr. Donaldson and his 
family were sent by the Mission to aid in the Diong-loh field. He 
is in charge of the Academy there, and Mrs. Donaldson finds time 
in the midst of her family duties to work with the women. Mr. 
Donaldson writes: 


‘‘We are too new to appraise the spiritual condition of the 
church; but the Christians, as far as we have met them, have 
shown us a cordiality that leaves little to be desired.” 


“There are sixty-eight students in the Academy, and there 
are not seats and desks enough for every one to sit down at once. 
There is a splendid opportunity for both material and spiritual 
progress,”’ 
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Mr. and Mrs. Topping resumed their work. in, Diong-loh 
on returning from furlough in the fall. Mr. Topping is trying 
an innovation in transportation, having fitted up a sampan with 
a motor. This is proving both cheap and speedy in making his 
evangelistic trips. Mr. Topping was chosen by the Church to 
be their foreign delegate to the Annual Meeting of the South 
Fukien Church at Amoy, to which trip he refers as being the 
most interesting experience he has had since returning to China. 
He describes the ‘Mother-Church System’ used at Amoy as a 
successful experiment in self-support, self-government, and self- 
propagation. 


“The Mother Church system is one in which any particu- 
lar church may start up other churches called her ‘children’. When 
these children become numerous enough (five or six) to support 
a preacher entirely, this preacher may be ordained as pastor. The 
43 pastors in the Amoy district all became pastors in this way, 
and were all self-supporting from the start. The Amoy Church 

grew up within the memory of those still living. ‘Their member- 
_ ship of over ten thousand contributed more than nine sits per 
capita for the regular expenses of the church. They have built 
many beautiful churches, some costing over twenty thousand dol- 
lars, without any foreign help. They have a long list of Benevol- 
ences—a Home Missionary Society with a budget of $3,000.00; a 
Pastor’s Superannuation Fund, raised by contributions automati- 
cally taken annually from each pastor’s salary.” ‘This besides 
generous contributions to the National Christian Council, the 
United Christian Church in China, and their new theological 
work. Mr. Topping concludes. 


“At the dedication of their new church(Amoy)the speeches 
and sermons emphasized the fact that the beautiful new building 


was the result of prayer, and that it was a house of prayer, to 
prepare. devout souls for Christian service.” 
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Mr. Leger’s report: deals mainly with his labors in the 
Union Theological Semimary. He believes in a high class train- 
ing for the students, but has at the same time a strong evangelistic 
urge, leading hin)’ to question whether the academic training may 
overbalance the field work, We are sure his students will be led 
to deep heart-searching and to first-hand thinking ; and that they 
will develop activities along vital, practical lines. He has found 
time, amiong numerous other duties, to publish a book, “The 
E.ducation of the Christian Minister in China.” We quote one 
significant paragraph from his Annual Report: 

“With demand for elective courses in Religion in Foochow 
College, alternate courses were required, and_I gave a two-period 
course in Philosophy of Human Life to the last year students in 
Middle School. I believe I was abie to help the religious think- 
ing of these students as well or better than if I had been teaching 
a Bible course.”’ 

In our opinion it. is an open question whether the doing 
away with compuisory Bible study at Foochow College was wise 
or not; as is also the question whether more genuine Bible study, 
or jess, is being done in the school, than was done before the de- 
mands of the National Educational Department were complied 
with. If the new plan tends to do away with what might be 
called the hothouse variety of Christianity, and encourages the 
sturdier kind, putting the responsibility and privilege for a_ vital 
Christian atmosphere among the students upon the Faculty as a 
personal matter rather than a corporation matter, it may be a_ 
blessing in disguise. Should we in America be as willing to make 
concessions to a foreign religion as the Chinese are making to 
Christianity in our schools here? At any rate, we are in China 
now; let us recognize and appreciate their tolerance as far as it 
goes. 

Like the Toppings, Mr. and Mrs. Christian have been on 
furlough the past year, travelling, studying, and we are confident, 
working for China in the homeland. Mr. Christian now has the 
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double task of business agent for the Mission, and sharing in the 
evangelistic work for men. Among his duties as business ageut 
he reports the repairing of damages made on various Mission 
buildings by the severest typhoon experienced in Foochow in years. 
Other duties that fell to the business agent’s lot were the hand- 
ling of missionary goods through customs, acting as purchasing 
and forwarding agent for the Shaowu Mission, and for Ing-tai, 
Diong-loh and Pagoda Stations. ‘This sounds to us like a good 
deal of a program, but in addition to these activities Mr. Christian 
has found time to do some evangelistic work among the churches 
of Foochow and vicinity. He says “Despite the anti-Christian 
influences that have been set in motion, we find that as in the 
city, so in the country, the common people still hear the message 
gladly.” 

Another busy man in evangelistic work is Mr. Goertz. He 
might be listed under several sub-heads, but as Evangelistic 
Secretary of the Foochow Congregational Churches he certainly 
has a man’s size job, with special meetings, touring, fellowship 
and discussion groups, and committee meetings without number, 
to say nothing of a generous allowance of omnipresent church 
problems which he is called upon to solve. In his report we catch 
glimpses between the lines of the new spirit of self-assertion in 
the Church, which we hope will culminate in an indigenous Chris- 
tian Church for China, but which gives rise to many complicated 
questions which it would be hard to explain to any one not on the 
held. ‘The situation from one angle seems to require a certain 
line of action, while viewed from another angle an entirely differ- 
ent course seems called for. We read the New Testament with 
new eyes since coming to the Orient, Many of the same pro- 
blems that Paul had in dealing with a new Church just emerging 
from the twilight zone of heathen environment confront the mis- 
sionary here. Paul started out to do evangelistic work, which he 
gloried in being privileged to do, but his very success enmeshed 
him in a complex web of details which always arise under such 
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conditions. Read anew his epistles, and note what he says about 
having the ‘‘care of all the churches.”’ 

These random snap-shots of evangelistic work among men, 
can only touch a few of its many phases, which no doubt medical 
and other reports will cover. On the whole it seems to us that 
Christianity is a tremendous force in this new China, and that 
men of affairs are coming to realize it; and we pray that the 
Christian Church in China may become a Church that is best 
suited to China’s needs, even if it does not incorporate all our 
beliefs or forms. We admire these missionaries in their patient 
considerate efforts to gain a sympathetic understanding of the 
position of their Chinese brethren. Just as a wise teacher feeis 
that his highest success lies in preparing his pupils to do without 
him, so these missionaries in old Foochow, as in other places in 
China, are showing a wonderful spirit of self-effacement in help- 
ing to re-adjust conditions in the Chinese Churches so that  re- 
sponsibility and authority will rest with the native membership, 
yet without loss to the Churches. We honor them for this Chris- 
tian grace of willingness even to be good losers for the Kingdom 
of Heaven’s sake. 


Report of Woman’s Evangelistie Work, 1925 
Mary R. NEWELL 

The Diongloh field as reported by Miss Laura Ward. 

The Diong-loh field has a population of about 200,000. 
It has 21 Bible women; 2 home missionaries (supported entirely 
by the Chinese) and best of all 2 voluntary Bible women, self- 
supporting, 267 women church members,-10 added this year; 274 
women learners,-43 added this year. One third of them can read 
the Bible. | 

More than half the Bible women in the fieid were graduat- 
ed from the Woman’s school at Pagoda or at Foochow 20 or 30 
years ago and have been working in the field ever since with the 
occasional inspiration of a conference and the regular annual 
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meeting in Foochow. A few younger women are graduates of 
only a few years and a few come from years of teaching. They 
were former students at Wenshan Girl’s School. | 

In station classes the Beginners memorize the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Lord’s Prayer and hymns, hearing the teaching 
of Mark orally. More ambitious young women study the National 
Reader. Few have time to follow the whole course in one term, 
The best class examined was taught by a volunteer worker. Just 
a few weeks ago eight of these women entered the church. 

The Woman’s Association is the most encouraging thing 
in the work, for the Bible women work hard to get in the contri- 
butions each year. ‘The habit iving is being established. The 
treasurers are gaining in pl a every year. 

The Diong-loh Woman’s Schooi is the most firmly establish- 
ed institution for adult education in the field, It has been carried 
on for twenty years with funds contributed by the W. B. M. P. 
From it a few promising jeaders have gone on to further study 
and are now in the villages teaching other women. Others are 
leaders in the church. 

We have-been very very fortunate in having a very con- 
secrated woman, Mrs. Uong, as head of the school for ten conse- 
cutive years. She was herself a student in this school and was 
graduated from the higher school in Foochow. After graduation 
she studied a little with a tutor, so that she has been able to teach 
the four years of lower primary with the aid of a man classical 
teacher an hour a day. During the past year her daughter, a 
graduate of Wenshan, took the classes in music, valuntariiy, and 
one of her former pupils was back to help teach the Romanized. 
The $150 from the W.B.M.P. together with a small gift, made 
last year by an American friend, were all the funds available. 
There were no fees paid, but the women are expected to board 
themselves. A little of the house work and personal service for 
the Americans near by were all the means of earning ayailable. 
One woman wove belts, another did embroidery. The funds 
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Mrs. Uong |raised years ago have been loaned to former 
students who have not been able to pay back yet. But she was 
able to find a little to help another woman. 

For the most part these women come with a real purpose 
and usually at some sacrifice. So that it is a real pleasure to 
teach them. Each woman has a story, often a sad one, One 
cannot but admire their pluck in trying to make their lives more 
worth while. ra 

As we start the new year we look forward with eagernessto 
being in ‘the new building with ample room and ‘sanitary condi- 
tions. We hope that we may beable to pian for a term at least, 
of change for Mrs. Uong with perhaps a chance to study i m 
Shanghai. or Nanking. Perhaps the greatest thing the women 
learn as to live together in Christian love. This means constant 
watchfulness on the ipart of Mrs. Uong and it is a strain she has 
born uncomplainingly all these years, even keeping some of them 
with her during the vacation. They mever find her unwilling to 
help them in their need. We ask your prayers for her-and-those 
who work with her that we may be guided and filled with the 
spirit of Christ to help these women know him and His power in 
their lives.” | 

Miss Rena Nutting has been home ‘for furlough this year. 
Miss Houston is still assigned to language study. This has left 
Miss ‘Laura Ward to do the work of three ‘people in the Diong- 
loh-field. ;In addition to the regular ‘work she has had to -over- 
see the building of the new school building. Those who know 
Miss Ward know that she can come as near to fillmg the place of 
three people as any of us can. 


Foachow City 


Miss Martha Wiley is the foreign missionary worker in the 
city work for women. | 

In the Woman's school rane are married and unmarried 
women. Of the former ‘she says, “Of the forty-five women who 
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entered the school during the year thirty were non-Christian ; but 
as far as we are able to judge, not one left us at the end of the 
year without having made a definite decision to be a Christian, to 
turn to God from idols.” | 

Whenever she hears of a prospective preacher being be- 
trothed to a girl who is not a Christian she makes a great effort 
to get that girl into her school for at least a little preparation for 
her future position. A number of these girls were married at 
the end of the term and their one or two years in the woman’s 
school was somewhat in the nature of a “finishing school” for 
them though in most cases the short time here was the only taste 
of school life they have ever had, 

We trust that each one of these girls who goes into a home 
of her own will make it a Christian home, and take with her the 
cheerful spirit of the school that she has left, and put into practice 
the lessons that she has learned in sanitation and home-making. 

The following sketch gives a good idea of the interesting 
characters Miss Wiley wins to her Master. 


The Maiden Ascetic 


She did not look the part for she was as buxom a lass as 
ever came to us from the hill country. Furthermore, she had 
never been disappointed in love; neither had her parents cast her 
off in a fit of rage. On the contrary her father and mother were 
well-to-do farmers who were unusually fond of their . only 
daughter which accounts for the fact that she had reached the 
age of twenty-two and had not yet been engaged. 

While still a child she had decided that she would never 
matry but would “despise the world” and grow up inher father’s 
house until she was old enough to enter a nunnery. Then she 
would become a ‘“‘chaibo’’, a vegetable eating dame, one who sits 
in a ramshackle tempie beating a drum and chanting Buddhist 
thymes to receive fees from persons who have no time to do the 
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chanting im person before the array of idols stacked up along the 
temple wall. 


This was the state of affairs when Mrs. Silver Sky, of the 
Woman’s school went out to the village of “Cat’s head” beyond 
the North Gate of Foochow City to spend the summer in evenees. 
istic work. 


She found the ascetic maid mooning at her meditations in 
a corner of the ill smelling garden when she should have been 
helping her mother dig sweet potatoes on the hillside; 


Mrs. Silver Sky told her that there was a great needy 
world outside her garden; that it was far wiser to work than to 
idle away her time more useless than the cabbages around: her. . 
The cabbages could at least be eaten, but alas for her. She was 
not even prepared to be eaten, 

The parents were so encouraged by the parte of the con- 
versation they heard that they told Mrs. Silver Sky to see what 
she could do to get the ‘“‘vegetarian nunnery” nonsense out of 
their daughter’s head. 

The Bible woman was indeed glad to have such a ‘cordial 
welcome ‘into this strange family and during her frequent visits 
she taught with great earnestness the shortness of life and the 
necessity of using the time to serve the true God by loving ser- 
vice to others, And so at the end of the summer little Mrs. 
Silver Sky came down to .the city leading by the hand Jewel- 
Glory, and presented her to ene school as a promising 
student. 

When she left “Cat’s Head” to come to the City practically 
every woman of the village was standing at her door to bid the 
unusual young woman the equivalent of ‘goodbye’, and the parents 
tried to knock their heads before Mrs. Silver Sky, ‘For,’ said 
her father, “what a shane to me if my daughter became a ‘chai- 
bo’ when we never had a big row to give her an excuse for so 
doing.”’ 
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And just to-night at her second Sunday service she stood 
up in the C. E. meeting and read with a very natural dignity; “‘I 
am the vine; ye are the branches’, which feat often requires a 
whole year on the part of some of the country giris before they 
can overcome their fits of giggling, | Now she apparently has a 
keen interest in her studies and some day we may hear of the 
Christian service of Jewel-Glory, no longer an ascetic maid. 


There are 19 Bible women stationed m different points in 
and about Foochow City. There is an urgent call for a Bible 
woman in each of 9 other places. Miss Wiley says; “With the 
ten percent cut for.1926 we are at a loss to know how to plan for 
the natural growth of the work.” 

Can we depend on the Woman’s Boards for a gradual in- 
crease in the appropriations each year? A forward movement 

gives hope and courage and joy to the women through adding 
_ fresh workers and reaching new places. 

A letter from Miss Waley to some iain friends dated 

Dec. 21 shows how much joy a little effort brings. 
My dear American friends :— 

| With what joy we opened those delightful Christmas boxes. 
We placed the contents in little heaps all over my study floor. 
There was a pile of cards and pictures for each Bible-woman_ to 
distribute among the people who came to her ‘Christmas program. 
Each woman was given for herself one of those lovely bags con- 
taining needles, thread, cotton, scissors, handkerchief, towel, pen- 
cil and note-book, 

The teachers in the Woman’s school had_a little heap laid 
out for them also, and a Christmas tree was covered with gifts 
for the forty-five women students, their invited guests and the 
little children who crowded im “to see’, The latter could hardly 
wait to get ‘their grimy little hands on the dolls. 

The girls:in the Industriai School had a share of the good 
things, and a group of old women who live in the same school 
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had something to make them happy. Next the Orphanage chil- 
dren and the boys who work at cabinet making and their teachers 
were provided for. 


This was the best Christmas ever, as the boxes contained 
such usable things. Many shivering little bodies are the warmer 
for the lovely fleece-lined underwear. One widow and her chil- 
dren had all their winter clothes stolen, so they were most happy 
to have a share in these warm things. Pastors’ and teachers’ 
families were not forgotten in the distribution. 


The children’s stockings were just the right size for the 
bound footed women and the larger size were suitable for those. 
with natural feet. The quilt blocks are being put together by a 
Christian widow whose brother-in-law robbed her of all that she 
had and drove her out of her house because she would not wor- 
ship the ancestral tablets. The toys are lovely but they are heavy 
and cost duty, so next year we will just omit them from our 
boxes, will we not? | 


What can I say to say to show a proper appreciation of 
the checks? One check helped to give sixty women and children 
(who seldom have a good meal) an excellent Chinese dinner 
something besides rice and mustard greens. One check gave a 
homeless widow a week at the Kate C. Woodhull Hospital. She 
said that it was the best week of her life though the poor old soul 
was found to have cancer of the stomach. She had a wonderful 
bath in a big white tub and had a bed with sheets for the first 
time in her life of seventy years. She would pat the clean bed 
and say “Thank God! thank Miss Wiley, too”. But the thanks 
really belong to you not to me, your agent. 


Dear friends, you have made many hearts happier by your 
generous thought, and may you in turn find an after glow of 
Christmas joy shining upon you through every day of the year. 


God Bless you every one. Numbers 6 :24-26. 


* 
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Still another of report Miss Wiley’s we feel we must add 
to this. Shecalls it The House Warming at Au-seu. 


“The glory of an October day was flooding the Foochow 
plain and the waving fields of gold and green beckoned us out of 
the hectic city toward the blue mountains and on into the open 
spaces of the country. 


And such a country—every square foot except the winding 
stone path was covered with either a heavy crop of rice, just 
ripening, or with perfectly cultivated vegetable gardens. 


It was a time of leisure from farming, just before the 
gathering of the harvest. So men and women were coming in 
long defiles down the paths from the hills with loads of grass and 
brush for winter fuel swung across their shoulders. They were 
shouting and laughing, a merry party untroubled by any of the 
disturbing “‘isms’’ of the West and on this perfect day when no 
one could he!p feeling the exhilaration of autumn, even their ever 
present economic problems rested on them lightly. Happy folk,— 
not one of them cared a whit who was President of China or who 
had won the last battle. 


After a walk of two hours we reached our destination, 
Au-seu, “The other-side-of-the hill-village’. where we were in- 
vited to attend the opening of the newly acquired home for a Bible 
woman, ‘This village is considered strategic for Christian work 
because it is nearly in the center of the circular Foochow plain 
and a teeming population fairly oozes out everywhere. When we 
arrived “one thousand stoves” were sending up their curling 
smoke (for it was the farmers dinner time) and this meant that 
soon fifteen or twenty thousand villagers would be enjoying their 
midday meal of rice and mustard greens. 


Nearly thirty years ago the little chapel in this village was 
built by Mr. Hartwell and the work has gone on fitfully ever 
since, When the-chapel was first built the “head” men of the 
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village were opposed to it and came into the city to remonstrate 
with Mr. Hartwell. He took them into his study and served tea 
and cakes and listened to their grievences so patiently, and smiled 
upon them so genially, that they were won over to having Christ- 
ians in the village. And during the Boxer trouble which follow- 
ed, the same group of heathen men sent word to Mr. Hartwell 
that if he were in danger to come to them and they would keep 
him in safety. 


Work for women was carried on at a great disadvantage 
for it was necessary to rent a room for the Bible woman in a 
heathen home where no classes were allowed. At intervals not 
even a room could be rented and then the women who had be- 
come somewhat interested in Christianity would be lost sight of ; 
and when the next Bible-woman went to the village she would 
have to begin anew. 

The difficulty in buying a house in a village is out of all 
proportion to its value, as a house is built because the owner works 
his fields near by and must have a place in which to live; and if 
a house were being sold it would be in connection with the trans- 
fer of farming land. We had never aspired to become farmers 
and work paddy fields so imagine our surprise when we were told 
that there was a house in village for sale! Last spring the pur- 
chase was completed and the former owner given three months 
to vacate. He is an opium habitue and had only a quilt to move, 
and not far to carry it, but it required the customary three months 
to gain possession. | 
7 Then the roof was raised and glass windows put in the 
loft, new floors were laid; all the woodwork washed and “scratch- 
ed”, the walls were whitewashed and there it stands, a reality,— 
clean, neat ready for occupancy after thirty years of waiting. 
There is a loft for a bedroom and below is room for classes, a 
dining room and a kitchen. 

On this afternoon a crowd of village women came with 
their children and as each entered the most common remark was ; 


» 


16 The Focchow Messenger 
“Too clean, no place to spit’. And as they surged up into the 
loft and saw the glass windows they exclaimed “‘Heavenly gas was 
too much" (Too ntuch fresh air). ‘Then we sang a hymn and 
gave talks and had our pictures taken and drank tea and chatted. 
And at the very last some of us gathered in the class room to ask 
our Father's special care and guidance for these two women who 
have come to Au-Seu to live and to inspire the lives of the village 
women with the same blessed hope that fills their own lives. 


Mrs. Siek, the elder of the two women, is the widow of 
David Siek the devoted young preacher who laid down his life in 
work for the Manchus at the time of the Revolution. David 
Siek’s grave lies on the slope of a beautiful hill that looks down 
upon the plain where Mrs. Siek works, and this fact has had much 
to do with her interest in the village people. 


Miss Ruth Dang has joined the ranks of Bible women on- 
ly recently. She is a graduate of our mission high school and 
naturally of a very gracious disposition, which will doubtless 
make her much beloved by those among whom she lives. From 
this center she and Mrs. Siek can reach hundreds of villages yet 
untouched by the Gospel. The only limit to opportunity is 
strength and time to reach the many places. 


Our way home lay through the fields and the gold-green 
harvest just ready for the sickle was swayed by the gentle breezes. 
How forcefully we felt that the winds of God were waiting re- 
lease, waiting to sweep over the harvest of souls on that plain. 


Soon thousands of reapers will dot the fields, joyfully 
shouting back and forth to each other of the abundant yield. But 
how few the reapers to gather in sheaves for the “Lord of the 
harvest’. Villages everywhere dotting the plain and hiding in 
every nook of the surrounding mountains, are waiting the 
_teapers. Oh, the great ingathering possible if there were only 


reapets. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that He will 
thrust forth the laborers.” 


— 


Good Bye Song 


Guessing Game 
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Foochouwi Mission Medical Report, 1925 
Dr. Horace E, Campbell 


The medical work of the Foochow Mission is carried on by 


Dr. and Mrs, Kinnear, Dr. Gillette, Dr. Dyer, Miss Atwood, and 
numerous Chinese assistants. Two new additions have been Dr. 
Lewis who will take Dr. Kinnear’s work in Foochow when the 
latter retires; and Dr. Campbell, who will substitute at Pagoda 
Anchorage during Dr. Gillette’s furlough. 


There are four hospitals in the Mission, the Men’s Hospi- 
tal in Foochow City with Dr. and Mrs. Kinnear; the Women’s 
Hospital near by, with Dr. Dyer and Miss Atwood; and the Hos- 
pitals at Pagoda Anchorage and Diong-loh under the care of Dr. 
Gillette, the Diong-loh Hospital being under the immediate super- 
vision of Dr. Ngu. The volume of work done by these institu- 
tions is great. Figures cannot convey the impression given by 
the crowds of “hait and blind” which pass through the doors 
every day. A Summary of the work of these hospitals may be 
stated thus: 


Dispensary Patients In Paticnts 
Sub- Out- Grand 
New sequent Misc. Totai No. Days in. calls Total 
_ Mens Hospital 7,261 11,157 400 18,818 687 11,113 29,931 
Womens Hospital 4,163 12,333 16,496 527 6,166 39 22,692 


Pagoda 1,827 3.135 275 5,237 304 5,051 146 11,334 
Diong-loh _,, 1,005 6,049 319 9,263. 202 42,920 64 12,247 


ad 


15,246 33,574 994 49,814 1,810 26,150 240 76.204 

This year just past has been marked by no large epidemics, 

but there have been enough cases of plague and cholera to keep 
us mindful of the fact that our houses are on the slope of a vol- 
cano, as it were, and that no one knows whep an epidemic will be 
upon us. However, the doctors report a gratifying increase. in 
the number of vaccinations for small-pox, plague and cholera; 
and by even that much, the next epidemic should be less serious. 
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There has been no warfare in this part of China during 
the last year, nor even a serious amount of the anti-foreign or 
anti-Christian feeling. Nevertheless there have been a large 
number of soldiers in the hospitals. The attitude revealed by 
Dr. Kinnear is quite significant. He reports more than a third 
of his in-patients soldiers. 


‘“‘The question is at once raised ‘Why do they not go to 
the military hospitals?’ They tell us very frankly that they receive 
so little attention there, noboby caring whether they live or die, 
that they insist upon coming here when possible. They are glad 
to pay for board, and often take special rooms here rather than 
to go to these military hospitals where they receive everything 
free. Many times they have taken pains to tell us that soldiers 
are treated better in our hospital than in any other place in 
Foochow. While it might be supposed that their officers would 
frown upon having them go to non-military hospitals, the fact is 
that not infrequently an officer will bring one or more of hismen— 
and arrange for them to stay with us. When they are ill, the 
officers themselves often rent our most expensive rooms. While 


they oftentimes seem hard to manage, we have no more apprecia- 
tive patients.”’ 


The Women’s Hospital reports favorably on the training 
of nurses. During the year there were three first year students, 
five second year students, and one senior,—another senior having 
dropped out the first of the year to become married. In Decem- 
ber the second and third year girls took the N.A.C. examinations, 
the senior completing her examinations “with honors.” She is 
to remain in the Hospital as a supervisor. Dr. Dyer notes with 
gratification the growth among the nurses of that spirit of help- 
fulness and service which is the basis of the nursing profession. 
It is difficult to instil forgetfulness of class and position, but it is 
being done. A wealthy patient was heard to say that she wouid 


like to study as a nurse in the hospital because the nurses were 
all so happy-hearted. 
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The most memorable day on the Womens Hospital Calen- 
dar was May 12th, Florence Nightingale’s birthday, the day of 
the dedication of the Hospital. 


The beginning of the year witnessed the completion of Dr. 
Gillette’s Hospital at Pagoda Anchorage. It was thoroughly re- 
novated, and considerably enlarged so that it is now fitted for 
thirty-three patients, with room for more in emergencies. Its 
beautiful appointments and immaculate appearance have earned 
it a justified reputation. Late in the summer one of the worst 
typhoons recorded on this portion of the coast seriously damaged 
both the hospital and the residence. Repairs were started next 
day, and the buildings restored. The typhoon was not an un- 
mixed evil since it blew down enough trees for a winter’s supply 
of firewood. 


An incident which denotes an almost revolutionary change 
in Chinese spirit occurred recently. An old man was brought to 
a tempie to die, presumably by some relatives. He was found 
there by some students, who removed him to their room in the — 
University, and cared for him, feeding him themselves, for he 
was paralyzed. His presence was soon learned by a teacher who 
‘started arrangements to have him removed to a hospital. This- 
interest in one not of the family, and in one whose poverty would 
preclude any mercenary motive, is regarded as something quite 
new in China,—new even in Christian student circles, The spirit 
of the Good Samaritan is permeating China. 


A review of the medical situation would demand mention 
of the proposed Union Hospital. The Mission Boards are ser- 
iously contemplating a union of forces in a Union Hospital. This 
will result in better medical work, and it is hoped, in larger medi- 
cal work. ‘There are real difficulties involved, but a sincere 
effort is being made to accomplish this larger project, and the. 
ensuing years will undoubtedly find Foochow meeting in ever 
larger measure, the medical needs of China. 
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person in the village who can read or write. 
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Report of Kindergarten and Lower Primary Sehool 
Elizabeth F. Cushman 

In America we love to talk about our “educational pro- 
blems”. The new-comer to China is tempted to feel that the 
phrase has little meaning in the land of a magnificent public 
school system, child labor laws, societies for the prevention of 
cruelty to children, truant officers, compulsory school attendance 
laws, institutions for defectives, ‘work certificate’ regulations, 
etc. etc. At home, where the idea of free public education for 
all is as natural as breathing, it is hard to conceive of a situation 
in which thousands upon thousands of children never darken the 
door of a school from one year’s end to the next, where children | 


hardly out of the cradle are provided with a “dang-stick” and 


taught to carry heavy loads; where girl babies may still be bought 
for a dollar a piece; where children are bethrothed in childhood 


_ to people whom neither they nor their parents have ever seen. 


The new-comer to China is at once fascinated and appall- 
ed at the large numbers of children he sees on the streets. He 
cannot help but meditate upon the tremendous possibilities either 
for good or for evil. He says to himseif, ‘‘Here is an educational 
problem indeed!’ Religious education at home is a highly spe- 
cialized subject—it takes for granted a certain amount of general 
intelligence and common knowledge on the part of the children 
concerned. Not so, in China. The Christian church must not 
only teach its children the truths of the Gospel—it must also teach 
them how to read and write their own language, how to study, 
how to work, how to play, in short, how to live. And thus, the 
school is an integral part of the church. Practigally every church 
is used as school-house during the week. In\the country districts, 


the Christian pastor is often also the “superintendent of schools” 


or rather “superintendent of school”. He is sometimes the only 


It is part of his 
duty to gather the children together in the church on week-days, 
and teach them as well as he can. 


CO-EDUCATIONAL Ghart of Fooechow: Day Sehools for 1925 
Schools Pupils | 
a—Au-seu Total Enroliment, 1415 Pupils 


b—Wenshan 
c—Kai-nguong-lau 
d—Deng Muong 
e—Sang Bo 
f—Cui Buo | 
s—Hung-sang Gio 


BOYS SCHOOLS 
h—Uong long 
i—Chong Ha 
j —Sang Gaing 
k—Sing Daing 
1—Au Ciu 
m—long-gio Haeng 
n—A-da Cang 


GIRLS SCHOOLS 
u—Sing-Guong Dong 
v—Tiek-da Haeng 
w—Sa Muong Ga 
x—long-gio Haeng 
y—Ding Chio 
z—A-do 


&—Ku-liang 


Educational 
Superintendent \ 


Pupils 
41 

155 
33 

og o—Ha Puo-Ga 155 
98 p—Ma-Tau Sang (37 
39 q—Chiong Huong 32 
41 r—Deng Chio 47 
s—Ma Ang 20 


t—Ma-dio Ga 
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64 32 
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Thus, in our mission work, we must begin at the bottom 
and work from there up. The kindergartens are the first to 
command our attention. Always the appeal of childhood is irre- 
sistible. The Chinese children are as lovely and as lovable as 
any children in the world. 

Miss Laura Ward, of the Diongloh station, writes: 
‘Everywhere you go in China, you notice the numbers of little 
children on the streets. When you understand the language and 
customs, and hear them crying, cursing, gambiing—your heart 
aches to gather these little ones into some quiet spot, to teach 
them to form good habits of speech, to play happily together, to 
open their eyes to appreciate God's beautiful world about them. 
Of all the mission institutions, perhaps the most appreciated by 
the Chinese around us, is this little garden of little tots. Parents 
inquire eagerly when it is toopen. People from other places, 
who have seen it, long to be able to live here, so that their chil- 
dren may attend. During the year, two Chinese teachers and an 
attendant have carried on (with very little help or supervision) 
in a very dilapidated Chinese house on the street. Their equip- 
ment was very meagre, but they had all the children they could 
handle—fifty-four in all, At the end of the year, the ten gra-— 
duates went demurely through their graduating exercises making 
their bows, and thanking their teachers, with all the dignity of 
college seniors, | 


‘The outstanding feature of the year, was the building of 
a fine new building, in connection with the playground given by ~- 
Dr. Gillette. On the opening day, the yard was thronged with 
spectators from the streets who stood agape at this veritable 
paradise for Diongloh children, This building is also to be used 
as a community centre for night classes, and women’s meetings.”’ 

“Here in the city, we have eight kindergartens’, writes 
Miss Bertha Allen, of the Union Kindergarten Training School. 
“If any morning except Saturday, you should visit one of these 
places, you would find a happy group of little folks, doing the 
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things that little children do at home. Jn addition (to meet the 
requirements of the parents, who have a tremendous eagerness 
for their children to learn to read) we give some reading work, 
using individual Chinese characters, which are combined in_var- 
jous ways. Thus, the children begin early upon the stupendous 
job of learning their thousands of characters. _ 

‘“‘T wo of these kindergartens, this year, were in charge of 
graduate teachers, while some of the others, were in charge of 
girls who were trained by a graduate teacher. All did faithful 
work—planning interesting Mothers’ meetings and special Christ- 
mas and promotion gatherings. These meetings are usually well- 
attended, especially by the older brothers and sisters; but more 
and more, the real mothers come out. The Mothers’ meetings 
furnish. an excellent opportunity to inculcate ideas of health and 
hygiene. 

“Sunday-schools in each place, provide an opportunity for 
all the children of the neighborhood to gather—even though they 
cannot pay the small fee required from those going to the day- 
school kindergartens. | 

‘The picture-postal cards sent from home friends have 
been shared with all the kindergartens—sometimes for use in 
hand-work ; often to be given as rewards; Cr to be hung on the 
wall. Mailk-bottle tops, too, have been used for tops that spin; 
for holding paste ; for cartwheels, etc. At Christmas time, the 
attic of the Union Kindergarten Training School served as a dis- 
tributing centre for the hundreds of gifts sent from America. 
Every child enrolled in our kindergartens had something—a doll, 
a ball, a handkerchief, a bar of soap, or some sort of toy. Also 
from these wonderful home boxes came colored pictures which 
are hung on the walls of these happy homes.”’ 

As a part of the fine, new Woman's School at Ingtai, there 
is a beautiful out-door kindergarten. The children ure well- 
sheltered from sun and rain, but they get the full benefit of. the 
breezes which may blow in from all sides. The effect is of a 
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fresh-air school at home. Miss Lucy Lanktree (besides having 
charge of the girls’ school and the woman’s school) has had _ the 
supervision of the kindergarten work. She has been well-assisted 
by Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Ek. 

But, what happens to these youngsters when they ‘‘gradu- 
ate” from kindergarten, and begin the task of going to school in 


earnest? And how about those whose parents will not or cannot . 


send them to kindergarten, but who might be persuaded to let 
them have a few years of “book-learning’? Can we not turn the 
task of primary education over to the government schools ? Would 
it not be better for the churches to concentrate their attention 
upon religious education? These are some of the questions which 
come into the mind of the new-comer. But the answers are not 
hard to find. ‘The government schools at present are totally in- 
adequate to cope with the situation. The children of the well-to- 
do miay attend the various private boarding schools (nrission, or 
otherwise). The churches still have the obligation to provide for 
those who cannot afford the private school training. But this 
_ obligation carries with it an opportunity for far-reaching service 
“jn the task of building the Kingdom in China. In the Diongloh 
field, eighty-six per cent of the children in our mission day schools 
come from non-Christian families. What untold possibilities are 
implicit in this situation! ~ | 

. The accompanying picture or diagram is practically self- 
explanatory. _Mr. Lu, a Foochow man, who has had special 
courses in religious education at Nanking, is the supervisor of 
our mission day schools in Foochow. At the time of Annual 


Meeting last fall, he helped to make his report graphic by pre-— 


senting it in pictorial form. Using the figure of the fifteenth 
chapter of John, he drew a grape-vine, to represent Christ. The 
leaves and branches are to represent the Christian workers. The 
grapes are the children in our mission day schools. 

When we stop to consider that out of every ten thousand 
people in the province of Fukien, only about forty are in school, 
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we realize how precious are these children who come under our 
care—even if for only a few months or years. And thus we 
carry on, in the name of Him who said, “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto the least of these my brethern, ye have done it unto 
Me.” | 


A Sketch of American Board Edueational Work. 


Fukien Christian University. 

The American Board Representatives on the Faculty of the 
Fukien Christian University have been Dean and Mrs, R. Scott. 
Mr. and Mrs, F. P. Beach, and Mr. C. A. Neff, Dean Scott has 
carried the additional burdens attendant on the office of ‘Acting 
President” in the absence of Dr. Gowdy who has been on an ex- 
tended financial campaign in America. Prof. Beach is the head 
of the Educational Department and considered by many of his 
students the foremost educationalist in the Mission schools of 
China. Mr. Neff returned to the University Faculty for the 
Fall Semester after an absence of a year to his former Depart- 
ment of Sociology and History. In recognition of his services 
in helping found the Self Government Association which is known 
as the Student Republic, he is aftectionately dubbed the ‘Father 
of the Republic!’ 

Dean Scott reports; ‘“The year has been one of prosperity 
and success, We have a steadily increasing number of students. 

‘The graduates number sixty-five and more than fifty per- 
cent of these are teaching in Middle schools of the subscribing 
Missions, Several are teaching in Chinese private and govern- 
ment schools; several are abroad; one is associate secretary of 
the National Anti-Opium Association; so far there is. only 
one in the active Ministry and he is Shanghai; one is studying 
for the Ministry in the School of Religion of Peking University ; 


one for Medicine at Peking Union Medical School; and one in 


the Medical School of Yale-in-China.”’ 


é 
| 
= 
q 
3? 
4 
} 
é 


The, Foochow. Messenger 25 


The two needs that seem to stand out in the minds of our 
representatives are the building up of the Department of Chinese, 
and the bringing of the University into more intimate relationship 
with the Chimese Church. 


The Foochow Union Theological Seminary. 


The Seminary has been decidedly affected by the disturbed 
student conditions of the year, and this last year there was one of 
the smallest registrations for the past several years, Dr. and 
Mrs. S. A. Leger have been our representatives. The President 
Ling Iu Cu who resigned at the close of the year isan American 
Board product, having been trained in the Congregational Fel- 
lowship. 


The Seminary is standing at the threshold of new and let 
us hope better days. Numbers do not necessarily spell strength, 
and if the decrease in enrolment means that those who remain 
are possessed with the courage Of their convictions, the Church of 
to-morrow has been done a service rather than a disservice by 
the chaos of to-day. 


The Union Kindergarten Training School, 


Miss Allen, who is our representative, and Principal of the 
~ Union Kindergarten Training School writes: 


“The completion of two new buildings; the erection of a 
new front gate and shelter, from money raised by the alumnae 
and students ; the laying of a walk known as ‘“‘The Road of the 
Loving Heart’’, connecting the three buildings and made possible 
by gifts gathered by a U.K.T.S. graduate studying in America; 
the buiiding of a new gatc-house and the laying out of a_basket- 
ball court and a children’s play-ground,— these are some of the 
visible results of the year’s work. We wish the generous friends 
who have made these improvements possible could see and enjoy 
them with us. 
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“Along with this material progress we feel that there has 
been progress in other lines: a greater appreciation of the kin- 
dergarten by the Chinese, a definite growth of character in the | 
lives of the students as well as the lives of the kindergarten chil- 
dren, and the extension of the school’s evangelistiemfluence. 


“The training class of thirty girls from difterent parts of 
the province has done practice teaching in seven kindergartens 
and four Primary Schools. In our own practice kindergarten we 
have had over fifty children enrolled who have paid the tuition 
of one dollar per term. 

“The students in training have had charge of or assisted 
in eight Sunday Schools. reporting their experiences each Sunday 
evening at the Vesper service. Student prayer meetings were 
held on Monday evenings, the girls often dividing into small 
groups to give more opportunity for individual prayers, 

“Music, song, and sunshine! May the Union Kindergar- 
ten Training School be enabled to pour out these sorely needed 
blessings continually for the little children of Fukien radiating 
through all its activities the love of Christ.”’ 


The Union Vernacular Normal and Middle School. 


Mr. and Mrs. Newell spent the first half of the year in the 
North, compieting the year’s leave which was given Mr. Newell 
for fitting himself to conduct his classes in the school in Man- 
darin. Mrs. Newell busied herself and helped make the family 
budget balance by mothering the students in one of the Dormi- 
tories in the American School near Peking. It was a very pleas- 
ant if not wholly restful year for them both and they returned 
refreshed and eager to the Middle School and its problems. Mr. 
Newell in his report says, “The greatest event of the past year has 
been the coming of Mr. Thelin into the active work of the school. 
He has a year of language study’ to his credit, and'so is free to 
give part time to the school, His taking over the Tteasurership 
of the school and other administrative duties has relieved both 
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Mr. Billing and me for other work. I have given myself to 
teaching almost entirely.” 


Wenshan Middle School. 


The Wenshan Middle School for Girls has been carrying 
on bravely and well under the direction of Miss E. S. Perkins, 
in spite of difficulties that have been exceedingly hard to face. 
In addition to the usual problems that‘face even Girls’ Schools 
in this day of changing China there has been the added one of 
finding teachers to fill the vacancies made in the Staft by unfore- 
seen contingencies. Miss Eunice Thomas was severely injured 
by the falling of the roof of the Sang-Bo church last Spring and 
had to be sent home to America. Her friends are all rejoicing 
over the reports of her progress toward health, and are looking 
forward to the time when she will be able to return. Miss Phoebe 
Beard’s illness and death made another sad vacancy in the ranks. 
Miss Priscilla Holton had to return home early because of health. 
The vacancies have been in a measure met by the opportune ar- 
rival from America of the Misses Mary and Elizabeth Cushman. 
Miss Mary Cushman gives full time to the School, and Miss 
Elizabeth supplements her language study by helping teach a few 
classes. Miss Perkins was also able to find Miss Maude Hutson 
in North China and she was persuaded to spend a year with us 
before going home to England to complete her education, 

In December under the direction of Miss Holton the Wen- — 
shan students presented a Christmas Pageant that still lingers in 
the memory of those who saw it as one of the most inspirational 
pieces of dramatizing that has appeared in Foochow for a long 
time, 

Foochow College. 

 Foochow has been a particularly prolific area for the growth 
of Student troubles and we find them reflected in both the reports 
of Miss Armstrong who gives her whole time to teaching in Foo- 
chow College, and that of Dr. Beard, President of the College. 


‘ 
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Miss Armstrong writes: “Sometimes it seems that educa- 
tional work would best be dropped, but when one conipares the 
Mission school with the Government School as run in Foochow, 
and realizes how the Mission schools fill up when there is a_ little 
quiet, one takes heart and tries to make the best of it.” 


Dr. Beard gives a detailed and comprehensive account of 
the events of the school year. ““The year 1925 will be remember- 
ed as the year of student activities in China. These activities took 
the form of anti-foreign and anti-christian demonstrations. Every 
Mission school in China felt the influence to some extent. 


“During the summer the anti-christian, anti-foreign pro- 
paganda increased’ and took on definite form against Mission 
schools. Posters on the streets declared that no Mission school 
would be aliowed to open. Teachers and students were told that 
they would be injured if they attempted to teach or attend Mis-— 
sion schools. Private letters were sent threatening both teachers 
and students. Foochow College was especially designated by the 
students union as their object for destruction. 


“Three demands were made, i.e. that mission schools must 
make optional, attendance upon religious services, and Bible 
Study, and they must register with the Chinese Government. 


‘For at least two years some of the missionaries have ad- 
vocated optional Bible study and attendance on religious services, 
so to some of the foreigners these were not new questions. It 
was finally decided to offer a course in Ethics and a course in 
Bible, the student must elect one. ‘A lecture given at the same 
time as the church service was arranged and the student permit- 
ted to choose one. _ The lecture was given by a christian member 
of the faculty on any subject he chose. Sunday Schooland C.E. 
formerly compulsory were made optional and daily chapel com- 
puisory as formerly, 

‘No school in Foochow has definitely applied for registra- 
tion. Foochow College has written the Prudential Committee 
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i, e, the Board of Trustees at home, to see if they approve of 


asking the State of Massachusetts to revoke its incorporation of 
Foochow College.”’ 


Ingtai Girls School. 


) The latter part of the Spring term and the entire second 
semester the school was directed by Miss Lanktree during the 
absence of Miss Waddell in America. The relationship between 
the students and the Faculty has been of the most gratifying 
type. Although the economic condition of the District is such 
that it discourages increase in numbers, the grade of work that is 
being done is very good, and the influence of those who have had 
this opportunity is an ever increasing one in the District. 


Ingtai Boys Academy. 


In the absence of the Principal, Mr. Smith, the office was 
filled by the Acting Principal. The attendance was smaller than 
for many years past, there being an enrolment of only fifty-two 
for the year. This however was inclusive of the 5th to oth. 
grades only. The reason for the low attendance was thought to 
be chiefly economic as there was at that time no visible anti- 
foreign or anti-christian feeling. The news of the May 3oth. in- 
cident was late in penetrating to us, but when it did come the 
students voted to continue to the end of the regular curriculum 
work, which end was most fortunately only a few days away, 


The outstanding event of the Fall term was the return 
from furlough of Mr. and Mrs. Smith. 


~The Abbie B. Child Memorial School, Diongloh, 


The total enrolment for the year was seventy-two. Miss 
Rena Nutting was Principal the first term of the year until she 
went home on furlough. The second term Miss Laura Ward 
was made Principal in order to help give Miss Houston a full 
year of language study before having to take charge. In her re- 
sume of the year Miss Ward says; “‘The year 1925 will always 
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be marked in the history of this school as the last year the inade- 
quate Chinese buildings were used for dormitories, the year the 
recitation hall was made over to accommodate a larger number, 
the year Miss Nutting the Principal left for furlough, and the 
course of study was changed radically to follow the new system 
of grading established by the government with the emphasis on ~ 
Mandarin as the National language, and the coming of the first 
Mandarin speaking teacher to teach them the correct way of 
speaking,” 

‘The spirit among the students has been good. In referring 
to the Christian life in the school she says: ‘‘We have felt very 
little of the anti-christian movement here in the country, and 
have not hesitated to require the teaching of the Bible and the 


attendance upon religious services, and morning and evening 
prayers.” 


Diongloh Boys Academy. 


In the absence of Mr. Topping, Mr. Neff was in charge of 
the school the first half year, transferring it to Mr. Topping as 
soon as he returned. There were sixty-eight in all departments 
of the school. (The departments included grades one to nine.) 
‘Mr. Neff reports a splendid spirit among the students. It was 
with regret that the resignation of Mr. Li who had been Monitor 
since the opening of the school thirteen years ago was accepted. 
He felt his family required that he seek a more lucrative position. 


Reports of the Newest Missionaries 


In many ways the hardest work of the year falls upon the 
newest comers, and even so, they feel they have ‘nothing to re- 
port’. A few glimpses into their reports will show what a burden 
of study, work and adjustment they are carrying, while feeling 


as if they were doing nothing at all in the line of the work for 
which they have come to China. iets 
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“In spite of its difficulty I have found the language work ~ 
tremendously fascinating. 1 have been examined twice by the 
missionary preparation committee, and am now working on the 
assignment for the third term.”’ 

“] have enjoyed very much the Station and Mission Meet- 
ings, and should like to report that I have carefully heeded the 
advice given to us new missionaries last June at Candidate Con- 
ference ‘For the first two years sit on the back row and say no- 
thing.’ Needless to say, I have already learned how little I know 
about Mission problems in general, and Foochow problems in 
particular,” 

“During these last few months I have done more hard 
thinking and praying than during any period of equa) duration 
in my whole life. I have run nearly the whole gamut of emotion, 
I guess. I am constantly appalled at the size of the task, m every 
home letter I speak of the “perfectly tremendous problems” and 
in consequence I feel my own inadequacy to do even my small 
share, which at times seems completely insignificant.”’ 

“My first day in Diong-loh was a joyous one, helping with 
twenty-five others to celebrate the fortieth Thanksgiving Day in 
China of Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard. My life in China will always 
be the richer for having had the privilege of knowing Mrs. 
Hubbard those short months,” 

“Owing to the lack of a suitable teacher in Diong-loh, my 
language study was not regularly begun until 1 was moved to 
Foochow the first of February. Because of this freedom I was 
able to make several ‘tours’ into the surrounding villages with ~ 
Mrs. Hubbard or Miss Ward. These trips were and still continue 
to be full of fascination for me,—that is, if they do not celebrate 
our coming with too many feasts.” 

“During this first year, I have found, with other language 
students, the most difficult thing required of you on the Mission 
field is application to your language studies when so many more 
interesting occupations stare you in the face,” 
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‘‘We have interspersed our lessons with other activities, 
that have relieved the tedium of rote and tones. Early in Novem- 
ber the Fall Mission Meeting provided interest and amusement. 
The Thanksgiving Dinner with its accompanying festivities gave 
us a real family connection with the Mission. The trip to Ing- 
hok furnished material for many letters home. Christmas Din- 
ner at Diong-loh, with roses abloom, and every door in the house 
open, was only made real by a (perspiring) Santa Claus.” 

“The really worth-while part of our visit to Ing-hok was 


- ten days spent with Mr. Smith on tour, when we covered about 


one hundred miles, observed the Chinese in their native habit at, 
spent evenings and nights in the various chapels staying up until 
late to talk over problems with the pastors. 

“During the day we walked and talked of China, its cus- 
toms. and traditions, its past and future, In ten days I learned 
more than | could have hoped to in a year otherwise.” 

‘We constantly hear rumors of every imaginable descrip- 
tion, but in spite of everything the work seems to go steadily on. 
I am more than glad to be here—I wouldn’t be anywhere else for 
the world. I count it a privilege to have even a small share in this 


great task of making China a part of Christ’s Kingdom of Love 
and Righteousness.” 


Personals 


Naturally the visit of Dr. and Mrs. Strong and Mrs. 
Decatur is the outstanding social event of the quarter. ‘These 
friends of the deputation to India reached Foochow the last week 
in March, and spent two weeks in Foochow and out-lying stations. . 
The time was al] too short for the many things we wanted them to 
see and do,.and yet they ran a far more crowded schedule than 
was altogether comfortable for them,—dinners, receptions, com- 
mittee meetings, formal and informal, gave them a chance to 
meet a large proportion of our Chinese fellow-workers as well as 
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the members of the Mission. We trust that amidst all the con- 
_ fusion and hurry they were able to see something of the real in- 
nate strength of the Christian occupation of Foochow. 

At the same time as the visit of the Deputation we were 
so fortunate as to have Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Jefferson. of 
Broadway Tabernacle, New York, and Dr. and Mrs. Edward E. 
Peet, brother of Rev. Lyman P. Peet, visiting in Foochow, It 
was a great joy to hear even a few of the very helpful talks given 
by Dr. Jefferson, We were all sorry that Mrs. Jefterson was 
not well enough to see the many friends who wished to share 
their China experiences with her. The high note of Chinese love 
and welcome to the Peets was struck when at the Foochow 
Womens District Meeting the women discovered Dr. Peet’s re- 
semblance to their beloved Mrs. Hubbard. 

Our furlough list is rather long this year, beginning with 
Miss Priscilla Holton, who left Wenshan in March, going straight 
home, and getting there in time for Easter Service inher father’s 
church. 

Dr. Gillette was the next to leave, and we all sorrowed 
with him in the word that reached him just before he left of his 
mother’s passing away. 

June will see the departure of Mr. and Mrs. Goertz and 
- family, Misses Armstrong, Atwood and Lanktree, and Mr. Neff. 
These last weeks of their stay are full of all sorts of farewell 
calls, parties and gifts from their many friends, with special em- 
phasis on the phrase ‘*Dioh cai li,” ‘you must come back again.’ 

The only members of the Mission who are due to return 
from furlough this fall are Mr. and Mrs. St.Clair and family, 
and Mr. Reumann. What shall we ever do next year, with so 
much smaller.a staff of workers, when this year we have already 
felt under-manned?- 

Moreover in the fall of this year Dr. and Mrs. Kinnear are 
expecting to retire after their long years of service. They will 
leave a “hole” that we fear we shall never be able to fill. 
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Miss Nutting, who was expected to come back and take 
up a heavy bit of work in Diong-loh, is announcing her engage- 
ment to Rev. Osmond Billings of Orange, Mass., and is to be 
married in June, we ufiderstand. Our best wishes are hers for 
the new home, and may she find her interest in Diong-loh not 
diminished, but rather increased with the years. 

Wenshan Ladies Residence is so beautifuily suited for en- 
tertaining at receptions, that the household there has done a large 
share of such service for the Mission. The reception given for 
Dr. and Mrs. Strong, and Mrs. Decatur, just before their depar- 
ture, was particularly happy in its mingling of Chinese friends 
with the members of the Three Missions, and in its program of 


music by young men from the Blind School, and folk-dancing by 
some of the Wenshan pupils. 


Two of our bachellors, Messrs. Hightower and Thelin, 
with Mr. Willett of the Methodist Mission, took a rather exten- 
sive hike into the country during China New Year time, spend- 
ing the holidays in Kutien, and afterward visiting Min-chiang, 
Lek-du and Ing-hok. In all their thirteen days of travel by boat 
and on foot, they were quite unmolested by soldiers or bandits, 
and they report a most instructive and profitable trip, as well as 
a thoroughly good time. 

Ing-tai station retains its reputation for hospitality and 
attraction, and quite a good many of the Mission circle have 


| spent some days there this year, Mr. and Mrs. E B. Allen, and 


the Misses Cushman, during China New Year vacation. Allour 
friends ought to hear Mr. Allen’s story of how he picked up the 
cage in which a bandit’s head had been exposed, and all inno- 
centiy thought to use it for firewood, but now prefers to keep. it 
as a souvenir of China. And the tales the Misses Cushman tell 
are also full of the thrill of new experiences. 

During the University Extension Week nine professors 
‘and students of Fukien Christian University visited Ing-tai for a 
few days, Extension Weeks are becoming quite popular in all 
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our Mission institutions, and ought to make for a better inter- 
relation of our work, 


Our new doctors are finding many opportunities to keep 
in practice, and it is good to have the Campbell’s come up occa- 
sionally from their mtensive language pursuits at Pagoda, to join 
with Dr. Lewis in some special operations in Foochow Mission- 
ary Hospital or in the Womens Hospital. 


Dr. Dyer and Miss Atwood have been busy as usual help- 
ing the mothers and babies of the neighborhood, They have had 
two foreign babies in the hospita! at once this term—Grace Luana 
Lewis of our own Mission, and Greta Jeane Quade of the Ad- 
ventist Mission. 


The Union Normal and Middle School has put its agricul- 
tural department on the map this year by furnishing all and sundry 
with delicious, crisp celery. Other vegetables from their farm 
are good, too, but in this land of “suspicion of germs” it is a 
treat to get celery that can be eaten uncooked. All success to 
Mr. Thelin in his: further labors. 


The Union Kindergarten Training school, with Miss Allen 
and Miss Shawhan as sponsors, has had such a season of enter- 
taining, both public and private, as seldom falls to the experience 
of any family of like size. Weddings, parties receptions, com- 
mencements, prayer-meetings and committee meetings of all sorts 
are scheduled for U.K.T.S. week after week,—and the buildings 
and grounds lend themselves so well to all these occasions, and 
the hostesses are so very willing and charming, that they may 
soon have to resign from all other jobs, and just make themselves 
into a Hostess House for the three misstons. 

Here is an attempt at picture writing, to see if friends 
in the home land are able to recognize Members of the Foochow 
Mission from such descriptions, 

1. He makes more people weep than any other man in 
Foochow. But they come to him for the privilege, and leave him 
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at length with eyes that see, and smiling faces. Equally adept 
at buying land, planning houses, or relieving’ suffering. 

2. She is strong on personally conducted tours around 
the city. Whether she rests or works she does it with all her 
might ; happiest when she has most irons in the fire, and can help 
most needy folks. 

3. He wanders about the face of the earth. Wherever 
he goes they want to keep him, but in vain. What is he seeking? 
He thinks it is freedom and brotherhood. We doubt it! 

4: Down on the River Min there lives the better half of 
the flower king. Her greatest delight and most enjoyable hobby 
is “my hens.” 

5. If any one can squeeze a drop of optimism out of a 
situation, he can. He has a way of moving people to help his 
work, but he gives more than he gets. Known as “the bald- 
headed bishop.” 

Just as we go to press comes word of the appointment to 
Foochow of Mr. Arthur O. Rindon and his fiance. There will 
be a very hearty welcome for them, and a big place to fill. 
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